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whole valley of the Brahmaputra river, or modern Assam,
together with Kusa-Vihara, and Butln. The valley of the
Brahms; utra was anciently divided into three tracts, which
may be described as the Eastern, Middle, and Western
districts, namely, Sadiya, Assam proper, and K&mrup.
As the last was the most powerful state, and also the nearest
to the rest of India, its name came into general use to denote
the whole valley. Kusa-Vih&ra was the western division of
Kamrup proper ; and as it was the richest part of the country,
it became for some time the residence of the rajas, whose capi-
tal, called Kamatipura, gave its name to the whole province.1
But the old capital of Kdwrup is said to have been Gohati,
on the south bank of the Brahmlputra, Now, Kamatipura,
the capital of Kusa-Vih&ra, is exactly 150 miles, or 900 K,
from Pubna,3 but the direction is due north; while Gohati
is about twice that distance, or say 1900 li> or 317 miles, from
Pubna, in a north-east direction. As the position of the
former agrees exactly with the distance recorded by the
pilgrim, it is almost certain that it must have been the capital
of K&mrup in the seventh century. This would seem to be
confirmed by the fact that the language of the people differed
but slightly from that of Central India. It was therefore not
Assamese, and consequently I infer that the capital visited by
Hwen Thsang was not Gohati, in the valley of the Brahmi-
putra, but Kamatipura, in the Indian district of Kusa-ViMra.
The great river crossed by the pilgrim would therefore be
the Tista, and not the Brahmaputra.
On the east K&mrup touched the frontiers of the south-
western barbarians of the Chinese province of Shit ; but the
route was difficult, and occupied two months. On the south-
east the forests were full of wild elephants, which is still the
feise at the present day. The king was a Brahman, named
Bhfakara Varmma, who claimed descent from the god
1-    'Ayin Akbari,' ii.   3. Kamrup> which is also called Ktmtah."
2-    See Map No. 1,